
A week in the life of Autocar's fleet

6500-MILE FINAL REPORT
PRICEU2.9S0 PAla ASTT£5TE0E34.020 OPTIONSMetallic: paint £535. Blllt'tOCKh phone preparatiOO E535.I9in DynamIC allo'(s (no cosU ECONOMY44.5mpg
FAULTSNone EXPENSlS None WMYWERAH ITTo see if Alpina tIas made the greatest~V 3-series PREVlOOSREPOflTS5.Il.08.17!24.12.08. 7.1.09

Alpina's fast, frugal D3 coupe has proved such
a capable all-rounder that we can't help but
wonder why BMW doesn't do one of it's own
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'Alpina ends up with acar that has
the legson its mainstream rival, the
32Sd, in prettymucheveryarea'

Love it,
loathe it
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"".•.................opI_t1..DI.. rof""""'"WIIoIl,U", ......
- ....oorl«Ily_to.

loci"""" .....efuJ body kil, n.1ly ''!in
aUors (around ,,'bich .... ""'Wed
'"SUI..t;~oot rnaflata) and • little
"""" """" <:ro;I, "I for virtually the
...... price(thc: DJ lists" (J2.9.50).

Thot'.. k:>t offigures, ....t "'.yodd
up to • d""",oc""vartu"' !OrA1pina,
wh>ch hos ",ade ilS a.mebytal<ing
IIMW'...age·wppers.oo oddi.g
"""" [*",00 ofu.n garish interiors.
TIle.....,j to nul<e thc: DJ at thc: 325<1".
pri<e poin, hu~ th",bmt;
its ial<rior is I'<'IIlOtbbly ....,rained,
with just. rouple ofbadges,bI...
J ills,' link bit ofoolouml ..ill"hi ag
on t... .....,.;ng ,,'heeI.oo ''''''aU
au",ben:<! rl-l... rodi nere.t"". ,he
cohia from thal of. "-'JUl..3·0eri<0.

Wo stud< to this 110-""""'_.PI'_.........~upourlJ3,
ourOrto/ opoioon' beir'l/! Titanium
$iNe! ",o••Uie pointand 1I1"""""h
ron"""';'ity(£5.Vieaohj. That t

""..t·a...., II'ItreIJ' h.lf·kothtr "
and 11.\1 11", regular ·!'n>fessionor
sing....CD.udio"'f'1<'"{withool
il'l>d ""'ne<tivityl. but it also l<opr
thepri<:e .. t......r to.~
1:34,020, lI"e olsoW<llt forlll...",ie
aUors instood ofA1pi..', tDdemark
Uassios but this is.""",,,", option.

""th !\Sill'''''$petting like that,
J'O'I""PO« • ""r to dei"'"Ort the brief
to,,'bich i1 .....bui.,.oo the DJ hu
donothat. Hvon on lOin ri..... its Mo
is or lcosl the cquoI of. ft'l!UI..3-""""
(in foot, i1 '••rguably b<ttcr '!>aa 'n
M Sport J....n..oo t&l), "ith ooly
j~ I':IIId r>ois< toAlUOS' that
J'O'I""oo l.<get"........ The.l'oerieo'
ctIoosio =>aim finely bob.....,j
and thc: ....nng.while heavy, is
~lly .....muninti The
w-<r<OO m,nuol geort>o:r ..

W1lOlVER SAID that J'O'I C&II~ teach
,. old~TI<W_wastolkilll!
_.And thi.eu,thc: A1pi.aIlJ
!Inur!» rouP<', 1"""0' it.

la thc: '[*"ofj"" • few""",t4
this <21" hutl<mons>rated that
8MW'> ullOllriol tuailll! l"'rtn<r
h.. thc: ""padI)' to no< ""ly ....;1<1 ••
i....-...lib/)' copobl< moIor <21" but Wo
nul<ea"rto. pr'o<c .00.lrnlkIy.em""'" itodor>or",.n"fa<lum".
Wev. _<hod up6500 ",i!osin our
DJ,1lJHI ......of.....a fathom why
ilSt"'in"u_''!Ied 2.o-li,",d~

enginc ,....",li.. n:slrioted to the 12Jd.
ToJKllp. thc: DJ io, iadfl.'<l,'

ri"') for B~tW'JJ25d, ...bich """".
d«ulK'd _ ofthe finn" J.o-li"",
si.<-<y!illd<r oil·....mot. By olonilll!
the t2.1J'sl'our-<)'l;ndord~ imo.
J....n..and ~ng;'.mild ....u..
(.,....... is up by7hhp. to211hhp.1lJHI
rorque goon fi'om 295ib ft to J321b ft~

A1pi..onds up ",ith • car !lUll hos the
!oil''''' it!",oi~ri"') ia pretty
"'''''''"''''YamI, It ha.; 14hhp.00
371b ft """". is OMoc '1""""" fi'om
tJo-62mpb and can hit l.'i2"'pb
"""'pared"ith 148mph,

AndbcJe', thc:pundlli..: it_"I ofthis ,,'bile ....um'ng b<ttcr fucl
eror>(IIlly {.d>.'med 52m pg ag.i""
49b"'l'S.l and prodociag le.ooco,
(1435/km vmus 153sJkm~Oh,andit
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parti<ularly"......, range ..... ""
imp""'i"" bill "'" " stm 1t:fI.
lim.,m-.tN that;, ,,~n",_
10~p«,Tha< ,..;"t, with maximom
tnrq"" prodocN bo<w<-.n 2000rpm
.nd 2500rpm,and. ncadyq........
01""thusiaaoi.e dri,.... lr<oetI to ""Mr
.... DJ', ",in-turbo""'". porb'P' ~
" ... untWist., to e:<pea ~ to nwcl>
.... daim<d ~lOthelastdill:iL

Q\I.,..,..h>,,,roo,...t:<l .. to ......
airnilar iarnea, mind.

/u~ ...iabilil)""....~ an Iso""in
.... DJ', sOOn"l"'lI "ith os. No ",ttloa
'I'l"'"'""'! (boyQnd the """"innaI
....hi... from the.i, '""""'~ and the
0I1nro remain<d unl<o-rbt:d_ The nrtIy
dama¥,inr....".... IImlI1l_
<km eaost:<l by d.."""a-bom;,;ng
II<>rw rn.sln"t lIftS in our .... pork.
W. didn~ ,"!fa- tho oti"ll netyn:
~Lmind;tha'mighlha,..
1I<lfOt<d """"ne.... 03.~
righ.. "'"'-'" nlnlb,_shod 3·",,",,"­

"nat raults this .... <loosh".. ­
]imdcd ..... J>ea,d room, tOr """"plo-
.... inhorited from the lI~tW.nr-Y,
~.it-..-u....... littlo. W.n,
• biwrboo< with. widcT ap<rtu'"
"..wd .,., ,,"""""".

Wc might h".. fOund • ooIutinn,
though. AJpina,you_.hasn~ , ••od
any ti... in addi"ll aIoon and t<
,..,....,... 01.... DJ, 00"'''\'' d<cid<d to

~""<OIII"'''''''Tou"",.
0..., Sspp/li", iliad1O<oring is i.

.....tiaII). the S&IIl< "l""' ......<0111'"
- SO ",,11 """tin"" to In..withoot "'l'O
and clw1g< g ou,"""",,- Ar.d oil ....
"fillo, .... <an, an offi« th«>ry that
g""'",," ptaeticalil)" «>UId nWo< ....
031O<oring ..... neth< best r<aI-WO<Id
..... .", .... rnatl«L

The biU<st flaw tha, lean find in
thisplan" that J"ill_.,., tho .......
arrival......'od w.. 1'ho<1lp>pha-
S.... Papinr ...... Iud<y ...... Ar.l1--JOHN II<tUlOV

and~'IW....._drn-.,bIIt
the D3 _ """'" baIanc-.d,and whil<
ila engin< .. perhapI' """'" off....
Audi'a in "00011"..... ill """,idnablo
""'I""ath-..l.Ilg< ..<l<>rly <>ide-n, in
themid-IVI.lI<' "'hidl"""os_
to B~rn"<boffli "l: decision '" .........
.... uni' "' .... t_«ri<s.

Grip« wm: hard '0"""'" by, hot
whil< .....oan """'" ..... the daim<d
lOll <PO«!, th< lUcI «Onomy...n...d
to budge m""" b<yor<!«ml'l_
That-.ns. stnnlIe romplaint,

'Despite beinga
different kind of
Alpina, the 03 is
still effortlessly
rapid and
comfortable'

.... positiv<action,oo' it ...lick if
)<10''''_''' onoug/'l.

The ""riow thing .. that, despit<
bt;ng adiffi:n:nt kind 01AJpi....,tl>t
DJ uhinultoly """"'" to the brand~

SIKJI~ in that ~ is rlfunIesoIy ",pi<!
and aeomfonablo \oolg-d;su."""
cru "-tU """,,,,u haJ'!'ily-.d
'oB and_.", ali""'",~
••irIgle lilIoId~,and]~
my CIltislm..so;o...m '0 aod rrom
~"""""' l...wxllrom llamps/liI<""
abou, • tank and. th;n:I_ s.."" ..t-.....
andaCOmul~......Jd""..
..........joII""'l-'._.......,ho'
~'s hard10""""with .... a<-.Ilrnt
d';"ing p<Jo<it;"", aupp>n:i,,, ...'" and
.rangeolmorethan600mib. Th..
ea, rod! lil«;, """'-l.., """ti.",,,.,

Wo tloft, ha,,,. <Iit«.1 rivallbr tho
03.", th< f1<-.t,bu11 =<ntlytri<d
"'"Audi IT11)1 and .... AJpina
romP""" ra"",rabIy with lngnlstadt..
.,u·bII"",,_ The IT is. lim., more
qiIo,thanb to ita >OOn"""__
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